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1* About December 19l|8 or January 19h9, the official designation for the 
arsenal in Sibiu (R 35/R 20) which had been Arsenalul Sibiu and, in 
that form, was also given on signposts, was changed into J!!S-Interprindere 
Fetalurgica Sibiu. Up to this time, the arsenal was under military 
administration* Its last commanding officer was Colonel Jonescu* Then a 
civil administration was assigned,, In early January V)$l« a certain 
Vanatorul, about 35 years old, who previously had worked in the arsenal as 
a fitter, was manager of the enterprise which, as it was placed under 
civilian administration belonged to a metal combine with its headquarters 
in Bucharest. The football team of the arsenal was named hetallui Sibiu 
in January 1951 and was a sister team of the Hetallul Bucharest and other 
Beta 1.1 ul teams in Rumania, e 6 go Letallul Resita. during a shop meeting in 
December 19k 9, the managor of the enterprise said that the arsenal would 
again be taken over by the a my and renamed into CFA Centrul Fortelor 
Armati in mid-February or early 1:1a rch 1 The entire personnel would 
remain in the arsenal under the new military management with the exception 
of workmen who would be transferred to Avrig (ft 3 5/* r h9)o In late 1950, 
the employees of the arsenal were convinced that the installation would 
soon be taken over by the army. At that time, Rumanian officers were 
repeatedly seen inspecting the arsenal* In early January 1951, machine * 
tools, especially lathes, were dismantled and trucked to the ammunition ' 
factory in Avrig. The operators for these machine tools also left the 
arsenal Q Employees of the arsenal told that other machinery would also 
be sent to Avrig because that installation v/as better camouflaged and 
more important items could be prodticed there. They stated that the arsenal 
in Sibiu and the ammunition factory in Avrig would coordinate their 
production in the future. 
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* b' 1 - ^Tings and installations of tho arsenal wore erected bofore 

the last war and wore not damped during tho war. Hem buildinrs of 
larger siso wore not observed, Source who himself did. not work in 
uio arsenal, remembered buildings and departments includin'- a brickwork 
S ' ol ' e i _- lou ^ G m ^ n G a M-Qd roof close to the entrance at tho main street, 

TXjed bO s oore the ready-made articles of tho arsenal which were nicked 
up at this building. Another warehouse on the other side of the enhance 
otoren raw isaterials and quartered guard personnel and tho fire-brigade. 

A multi-story office building was behind the entrance. It had a Ant 
concrete _ roof over the engineering department, the sales dooartnont, the 
ookkeopirig Oj.j_j.ee and similar offices. A warehouse was at the southern 
edge of oho installation and stored raw material like sections, elates 
was a aotor vehicle shed with repair shoo for the 
vesicles oi .as arsenal, TIio factory in the center of the arsenal 
f^ 1 , 1 ° f f i0Q department, lathe operators and locksmiths shops, 
foundry^ joiners shop. An optical shop was in the upper story of the 
ox f ice aopar unon.,* The building of the lathe operators and locksmith’s 
snopp also server, as an assembly plant. A boat' treating olant was in 
tne foundry prerases, dxcept the joiner's shop which was' built of concrete 
all parte of the factory building were of brick. The canteen buildin- which 
also moused an apprentice workshop was at the northern edge of the arsenal! 

3 ” ! T !f S ^fl es pleated that the machines in the lathe operator's and 

10 f ®? 0pS W T S ° f 7r °^ nan or± 3 ir ’- Source remembered 20 to 2? lathes, 
10 to lj ndj-ling rnaemnes and a .number of drilling and '-rindin- machines 
Three or four melting furnaces made of brickstones Win tfa^fS^ 

li. The arsenal had 2i to 5 trucks and 1 sedan. It had no railroad connection 
™„l?r sorinel to “ aleci ‘ bo T-i^OO employees including about C to 10 

Hungarians'!* 1311 consisted * Unions, but also XuWanf 

The arsenal repaired, overhauled and painted arms. Uource saw machine -un- 
mortars, AA guns, artillery guns of various caliber* with lon-lnd s-o^ 
barrels, but no rifles or pistols. On one occasion, 1 or 2 ^son trad - 

Irs^l^^ 13 ? 38 St °^ i 1 ? factory yard. Ho tanks were observed. The' 
arsenal nas also produced mousehole’ furniture and tools in addition to 

va^o’ 1 ^4 raS + f aCe ? 18 ° nd ° f the " he Quantity of ar ^ 

rie '-‘« Oj. ten the pare, was full with arms while, some times, it was alno-t 

6 - &•£%££££: £»«.«■"** * 

U rhe a:a ' ;lun itiori factory in Avrig which had teen founded before the fa-f 

war was situated about 200 meters south of the road from Drldul (TVS' 10) 

m ? diate ^ ^e Avrig, in open terrain and was bordered by 
wooced country on the rear side and the side opposite the town. So^rc- 

to'Tp^aq^'f 3 ' 7 bm f“2 actl7it !' at the ammunition factory which aooeared 
uo him as being enlarged in the direction of the wooded area, 
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In the spring of 1951* source had tho opportunity of seein'- the equioment 

? ? th ! S±blu arsenal which eonaisted of modern wood- 
finishing jadunary. A suction p.uarrt for chips with a plats tube of l±Q ca 
in diameter leading to a toner niiich stood nearly in tho center of the 
.arsenal rauld be seen from a distance. In the spring of 1#1, source' 
obuervea tnat ammunition boxes with tubes for three or more shells or 
cartridge cases were manufactured. lie estimated the personnel of the 
lactory at .i-*5oo to 2*0-10 persons 
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